Mailing Date; April 25 , 2006 

NOTICE OF REASON FOR REFUSAL 

Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-047888 
Date of Issue: April 21, 2006 
Examiner: Mr. Hiroyuki Kataoka, 9521 3H00 
Agent: Mr. Hiroshi Ookawa, 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 29, Subsection 1, Section 
29, Subsection 2, Section 36 and Section 37. 

The Application is rejected by the following reasons. 
The applicant should submit observations within 60 days from the 
mailing date of this office action. 



REASONS : 
Reason No. 1 

The Application does not comply with the provision of 
Section 3 7 of Japanese Patent Act by means of the following 
reaisons . 

TEXT 

The object to be solved by the inventions defined in 
claims 1 to 17 is to perform efficient electric power control 
by controlling reception of electric power and discharge of a 
battery with reference to cost of electric power. The object to 
be solved by the inventions defined in claims 18 to 2 6 is to 
simplify a calculation process of the cost of electric power in 
the battery. Accordingly, the object to be solved by the 
inventions defined in claims 1 to 17 is not the same as the object 
to be solved by the inventions defined in claims 18 to 26. Thus, 
the Application does not satisfy a relationship defined in 
Section 37, Paragraph 1 of Japanese Patent Act. 

Further, a main constitution in the inventions defined 
in claims 1 to 17 is to control reception of electric power and 
discharge of the battery with reference to the cost of electric 
power. Further, a main constitution in the inventions defined 
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in claims 18 to 2 6 is to calculate the cost of electric power 
in the battery on the basis of a table memorized in each energy 
unit. Accordingly, the main constitution of the inventions 
defined in claims 1 to 17 is different from the main constitution 
of the inventions defined in claims 18 to 26. Thus, the 
Application does not satisfy a relationship defined in Section 
37, Paragraph 2 of Japanese Patent Act. 

Furthermore, each invention does not satisfy 
relationships defined in Section 37, Paragraph 3, Paragraph 4 
and Paragraph 5 of Japanese Patent Act. 

Since the Application violates the provision of Section 
37 of Japanese Patent Act, the inventions defined in claims other 
than claims 1-17 are not examined regarding novelty, inventive 
step and the like. 

Reason No. 2 

In the Application, the descriptions of claims do not 
comply with the provision of Section 36, Subsection 6, Paragraph 
1 of Japanese Patent Act by means of the following reasons. 

TEXT 

Claim 11 defines "after electricity supplied from the 
supply source is preferentially distributed to the electric load, 
residual electricity is distributed to battery charge." The 
description corresponding to this definition is not described 
in the detailed description of invention in the Application. 

Reason No. 3 

The inventions relative to the claims described later 
in this Application are inventions described in the following 
documents or made available to the public through electric 
telecommunication lines before the filing date of the Application 
in the Japan or foreign countries. Therefore, the inventions 
relative to the claims cannot be granted to a patent right under 
Article 29, Subsection 1, Paragraph 3 of Japanese Patent Act. 
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Remarks: (refer to List of cited documents) 
•Regarding claims 1-4 , 12, 16 and 17 
■ Cited reference No. 1 
• Notes 

The inventions defined in claims 1-4, 12, 16 and 17 of the 
Application are described in the cited reference No. 1. 



Reason No. 4 

The inventions relative to the claims described later 
in this Application are obvious by a person skilled in the art 
based on the inventions described in the following documents or 
made available to the public through electric telecommunication 
lines before the filing date of the Application in the Japan or 
foreign countries. Therefore, the inventions relative to the 
claims cannot be granted to a patent right under Section 2 9 , 
subsection 2 of the Patent Law. 

Remarks: (refer to List of cited documents) 
•Regarding claims 1-4, 6, 12, 16 and 17 
•Cited references No. 1 and No. 2 
• Notes 

Please refer to paragraphs [0034], [0040], [0058] in the cited 
reference No. 1 . Further, the point that a regenerative breaking 
device as an electric power supply source is included is described 
in the cited reference No. 2. 



The inventions defined in claims other than rejected 
claims pointed out in this Notice of Reason for Refusal have no 
reason for refusal at this moment. If a reason for refusal is 
newly found out, another Notice of Reason for Refusal is notified. 

List of Cited References 

1. JP-A-2002-144887 

2. JP-A-2000-253507 
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<Suggestion of Amendments> 



( 1 ) When the description is amended, please underline a position 
where the description is replaced by amendments. (Pursuant to 
the rule of Form 13 , Recital 6 of Enforcement Regulations of Patent 
Act) . 

( 2 ) The amendments shall remains within the scope of the features 
disclosed in the specification or drawings originally attached 
to the Application or within the scope of obvious features derived 
from the features disclosed in the specification or the drawings 
originally attached to the Application. Please explain the 
reason in the written statements by means of clearly pointing 
out the description as antecedent basis in the specification or 
the like originally attached to the Application , the reason why 
each amended term in the amendments complies with Patent Act. 
(Regarding description form in the written statements , please 
refer to the description form in Amendment Request of an 
invalidation trial.) 

( 3 ) Claims in the present Application include many functions and 
effects. Accordingly, it is difficult to relate to the 
embodiments in the Application. Therefore, the Applicant is 
required to file a table of a relationship between each 
constitution in each claim of the Application and the embodiments 
of the Application pursuant to the provisions of Section 194, 
Subsection 1 of Patent Act. The time period of filing the table 
is the same as the time period of filing the written statements. 
The table may be described in the written statements, or may be 
filed as another form (e.g., declaration) different from the 
written statements. 

Here, the above suggestion of the amendments has no legal force. 



If you have inquiry regarding contents of this office action, 
or if you have wish for interview, please contact us at the 
following address : 
Hiroyuki Kataoka, Examiner 

Automatic Control Division, Second Examination Department of 
Japanese Patent Office 
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Tel: 03-3581-1101, Extension 3314, 
Fax: 03-3501-0671 
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